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Maundy Thursday    2nd April  
7.30pm Holy Communion and 
stripping of the altar  

 
Good Friday Service     3rd April 
 
2.00pm : followed by Hot Cross Buns 
in the Parish Room 
 
 

The Easter Egg Hunt    
Saturday 4th April 
We will leave the Parish 
Room at 10.00am, ready to 
find a multitude of eggs that 
have been hidden on Northchurch Common.  

 
Easter Day  
Sunday 5th April 
8.00am Holy Communion  
10.00am Parish Eucharist  
6.00pm Evening Prayer  
 
 

Easter Monday Pilgrimage          6th April 
Pilgrimage to St Albans:  Please meet at the Parish 
Room at 7.00am  

 

Taizé Service        Sunday 19th April  
6.00 pm  A quiet meditation service with 
chants and silence to celebrate Easter. 
Refreshments to be served afterwards. 

Phakamisa Evening 
 

Saturday 18 April  
  
Bring-n-Share Supper at St Mary's Parish rooms - all 
welcome, starting at 6.15 for 6.30pm. Please sign 
sheet at back of church if you would like to come to 
the supper and sign up to bring a food item or give a 
monetary donation. 
  
The Supper will be followed by a Concert from the 
"FRIDAY SONGBIRDS" in St Mary's Church at 7.30pm 
Tickets are on sale from Jonathan/Rachel Gordon at 
£5.  The Friday Songbirds are a singing for pleasure 
group whose programme for the evening "Songs for 
the Soul" includes songs that are full of meaning, 
easy listening, and contemporary. 
  
There will be refreshments at the interval:  wine, 
tea, coffee and cake, on a donation basis.   Transport 
to and from the evening can be arranged if needed. 
 
There will be an opportunity to 
meet the new Co-ordinator of 
Phakamisa - Thokozwani Poswa 
- throughout the evening. 
 
Information about the work of 
the charity can be found on 
their website:   
www.phakamisa.org.     Phakamisa responds to the 
needs of adults and children from poor communities 
in Pinetown, South Africa who are living with HIV/
AIDS through uplifting and economically 
empowering programmes. 

Easter Services and Events 

mailto:harvey-sabina48@googlemail.com


 

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 

Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

  

I AM YOUR LOCAL      

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 

STEVEN 
ROBERTS 
                          
07828 628 152 

 

Learners, Pass Plus,  

Motorway Refresher Lessons 

and Eco Driving. 

DSA AND PASS PLUS REGISTERED 

BLOCK BOOKING DISCOUNTS 

FIRST LESSON FREE 

Find me on FACEBOOK 

Email: stevenroberts1983@hotmail.co.uk 

Gavin has moved to 

new advert for window 

cleaning—on stick. 
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Northchurch Notebook            

Not ‘Home thoughts from abroad’ (Robert Browning) -  
My thoughts from Southbank Road 
 
My memories of the Darrs Lane shops, I shared with you last time -  
Now by way of more photos and oft times - terrible rhyme - 
See Northchurch Hall, ‘twas situated just beyond Tesco, I would say 
Where the ‘High Street South’ houses and gardens can be seen today. 
 
It was here the Barnett family hosted the Village Garden Shows and Fetes, 
At such times Northchurch folk (and others) came in through the gates. 
Of course Northchurch Hall needed staff for the house, the gardens and the Home Farm to run well. 
So in some of these roadside cottages, they did dwell. 
 
The years rolled by, ‘Lady Lemon’ now lived at The Hall, she is in my 
memory still! 
But with the war years upon us, The Hall and the grounds certainly 
went down hill. 
The Home Guard had their ‘headquarters’ there, see some of the 
Northchurch men, 
But after demolition took place, what actually happened then? 
 
Of course, housing development - ‘The Park Estate’ of today - 
But I still hear it called ‘Percy Bilton’s’ I have to say. 
 
HEDGEHOG 

              

07912 615860 
 

www.afonsoschoolofpa.co.uk      
         

afonso_schoolofperformingarts@hotmail.com 

Monday 13th April:   
Jenny Smith will speak  and 
show slides about the work 
of the charity Hearing Dogs 
for Deaf People.   She will be 
accompanied by her Hearing 
Dog, Molly.    
 

Monday 27th April:   
Outing to Ashridge Visitor 
Centre for a short walk 
followed by tea. 
                 
For more information: Joan 
Downhill on 865821 or 
Barbara Lloyd on 865059 

Northchurch Platoon Home Guard 1940 - 1941  

Northchurch Hall c. 1920 

Roadside cottages  

Northchurch Hall Fete 1916 

The Monday Club 

http://www.afonsoschoolofpa.co.uk


Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

RENEW 
 

Deep clean your carpets 
only £25 (inc VAT)         

                                                       
Price includes:    

 48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi 100 Carpet Cleaner   
 

 1 litre RENEW Shampoo 
 

 Free delivery / collection by arrangement. 
 

Contact: Fred Harrison on 01442-874720 
      E-mail: sales@fhltd.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS  
 

CALL 
 

CLIVE YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER       FREE ESTIMATES 
 

  PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 
 

    BATHROOM/KITCHEN REFURBISHMENTS/TILING       
 

     BOILERS/SHOWERS /TANKS/SINKS/TAPS/VALVES. 

 

01442 862244                      07973144336 
 

GAS SAFE REGISTERED                                 EST 35 YRS      

Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs   
Getting your PC up and running again  

Software installation & configuration  

Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 

in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  

                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 

   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmail .com  

PILATES   
 

● beginners and improvers ●  
Day time and evening classes at  

The Pilates House—55 High Street—Tring  

 
 
 
  

Strengthen · Tone · Realign · Relax 
www.mindandbodypilates.co.uk  

Jennyelmspilates@gmail.com or call 07413 777308 
Body Control Pilates is a registered trademark used under licence. 

PlayPlus KindergartenPlayPlus Kindergarten  

Judged 'Good' in all areas of inspection by Ofsted 

  Established in 1989   

01442 879762 or visit our website: 

www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk 

Kingsway, London Rd, Bourne End,  

Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 2RQ  

 Fully qualified & experienced Early 
Years team led by a teacher 

 Open Monday to Friday, from 7.30 
am to 6.00 pm 

 Excellent ratios – Baby Unit 1:2 

 Wonderful large secure gardens  

 Join us for Parent & Toddler, every 
Thursday, from 10am to 12 noon 

 Full-year or term-time calendar 

 Purpose-built Baby Unit & garden  

 Washable nappies & recycling  

 Introduction to French 

 15 hours free for 3-4 yr olds 

 All staff are trained in paediatric 
First Aid & Safeguarding Children  

St Mary’s Summer Fete 4th July 2015 
 
This event will be running from 12.30 – 4pm this year in the 
rectory, school and church grounds. There will be all the  
usual attractions for all age-groups and the money raised will 
be divided between the Hertfordshire Air  Ambulance      
Service,  Phakamisa (a charity which supports AIDS orphans 
in South Africa) and the St Mary’s church roof fund. 
 
Any donations of good quality second hand books or          
children’s toys, bottles, items for tombola, gifts and          
toiletries, white elephant, cakes, or plants would be grateful-
ly received and can be brought to church or the Rectory. 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & construction 

 
24 years experience.  Professional.  Reliable. 
Please contact Glenn Ansell for further details. 

 

01442 875155 
07951 126 534 

PEA LANE NORTHCHURCH 
 

LAWN & HEDGE CUTTING ∙ FENCING ∙ DECKING ∙ PATIOS ∙ 
SHINGLE AND BLOCK PAVED DRIVEWAYS ∙ PRESSURE WASHING 
WE ARE ALSO FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED FOR TREE WORK  

 

mailto:Andycr@dolphin4.demon.co.uk
http://www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk/


When I was a child, my father used to hold services in our 
house. One day someone had scrawled graffiti on the 
footpath leading to our home. It read: ‘Holy Joe’! 

To be committed to a religious faith got you seen as 
someone very ‘picky’ about what was good and what was 
bad. And if there was a God insisting on these standards, 
He couldn’t be very nice. ‘Holy’ is a description that most 
people would not be happy with. It suggests looking 
down on other less fussy people who get on with enjoying 
their lives. However, in the Bible, the writer of the Letter 
to the Hebrews has God saying: ‘Be ye holy for I am holy’. 

Christians ought to be holy! What does that mean? The 
work ‘holy’ means being set apart for special purposes, 
separated from the way most people go about life, 
heedless of God. The above writer also says that: 
‘Without holiness no one shall see God’, meaning that 
they don’t perceive what God and Jesus are like, and 
don’t try to behave like them. Those who follow the 

Christian way should show love and kindness to their 
fellow humans, looking for the best in them and not 
stabbing them in the back with angry, hostile words and 
deeds. They should seek to help people who are in 
trouble, and certainly not despise those who live in 
poverty and experience other misfortunes.  

This involves avoiding the practises of what the Bible calls 
‘the world’, to which TV and the press give daily witness. 
The Apostle James feels strongly about this, saying: ‘He 
who makes himself the friend of the world is at enmity 
with God’. A ‘friend of God’ will abstain from the self-
seeking and pleasure dominated activities which rule 
many of people’s waking hours. In fact, to live in God’s 
way brings more real pleasure than living with little 
thought of God and Jesus. Bible writers often call this ‘a 
new life’, with new hopes of a friendship with God and 
unimaginable joys in a future age where the secret of love 
will prevail. 

Holy Joe                Edgar Wille
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That’s what bellringers volunteer for when they 
attempt to ring a peal.  Alan, Chris, David, Kate, Ken, 
Maurice, Steve and Valerie (not me!) came from as far as 
Cholsey, Guildford, Wheatley and Wokingham, and from as 
near as Amersham, Hemel Hempstead and Berkhamsted to 
Northchurch on 16th February – just for the fun of ringing 
the bells at St Mary’s.   

I heard a ‘wobbly bit’ as I listened in the church.  I 
wondered if all was well when the bells were still ringing as 
the clock ticked past 2 hours 53 minutes.  (That’s the usual 
time it takes to ring a peal on our bells.)  After 3 hours, I 
heard the bells come into rounds, the ‘pattern’ of sound in 
which bells traditionally start and finish anything they ring.  
Oh dear!  The words “It wasn’t successful” greeted me as I 
joined the ringers in the ringing room. 

That’s when my admiration for those who conduct 
ringing went up a notch.  Alan had realised that two of the 
bells had changed places - shall we say a little 
independently of what was expected of them!  He could 

have said “Stand” (bellspeak for Stop) but he decided to 
keep going.  He worked out when to call ‘Bob’ so that the 
erring bells would swap back into their proper places and 
the ringing would be able to end tidily in rounds.  There 
was no chance for Alan to pause, scribble on a bit of paper, 
or consult his Smartphone.  He made his calculations while 
continuing to ring his own bell, keeping his place in the 
pattern of the method!   

There wasn’t the usual sense of achievement for 
the band as they left the church – but they took solace in 
crossing the road to the George & Dragon. 

You might be a little critical that I said this ringing 
was for fun.  But it’s worth noting that these ringers are 
also committed to ring regularly for Sunday services, giving 
of their best in the service of the church.  Two of them ring 
at St Paul’s and Guildford Cathedrals – and one of them is 
also a Professor of Divinity. 

Valerie Clark, Tower Captain 

Three Hours Hard Labour 
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Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  

Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  

Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  
 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 

Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

A.H. 

PLASTERING & DECORATING 
 

Interior & exterior, domestic & commercial,  
insurance work undertaken. 

Painting, artexing, plastering, rendering, guttering. 
 

Clean and reliable service 
All work guaranteed. 

Free Quotation         No Obligation 
Discount Rates for O.A.P.s 

01442 384146       07795 040380  

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels 
 
 

FUN DOG SHOW! 
Sunday 10th May 
Come along to Appledown  

for a great family day out! 
 

12 classes including Waggiest 

Tail & Best Rescue! 
 

Refreshments & Stalls 
Show opens at 11 a.m. Classes commence 12 noon. 

Judge: Lynne Davies. Entries on the day 
 

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, 
Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 01525 220383 

(Registered Charity Number 1116848) 

DOUBLE GLAZING DOCTOR 
 

Window and door repairs 
 

GLASS REPLACEMENT 
 

Handles hinges letterboxes locks etc 
 

25 years experience 
 

Contact Rob 

07909 443010             01442 381044 
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The electric bike is a great way to explore the great outdoors.  You can enjoy a 
leisurely day out with friends and family visiting local historical places and seeing the 
countryside. 
 
The electric bike tours can now 
offer you the opportunity of 
visiting the Chilterns, with its 
spectacular views and natural 
beauty.  During the cycle ride, 
you are encouraged to indulge 
in your love of cake, as the ride 
relaxes at the Frithsden 
Vineyard with a home baked 
cream tea.  Anyone who has 
ridden a bike before will love 
this experience and marvel at 
the electric bike’s ability to 
whizz up the steep Chiltern 
Hills.    
 
The rides are every Saturday and start in Berkhamsted.  To find out more about these 
guided electric bike tours, please telephone 01442 927522 or email 
support@electricbiketours.co.uk      With plenty of things to do, see and eat, electric 
bikes are a great way to experience the outdoors. 

Chilterns Tea Ride—Cycling with tea and cake! 

 
motechserviceandrepairs@gmail.com 

MOTs at £32.00 with all Services 
Free Mini Valet with all Services 

Free collection & Delivery  
Service 

Free Seasonal checks 

01442 870500 
Ford Specialist 

All latest diagnostic   
equipment 

Servicing & mechanical repairs on all  
vehicle makes and models 

Tyres, exhausts & brakes at trade prices 
Recovery service  
Experienced & friendly service 

This year’s Berkhamsted Walk to raise funds for The 
Children’s Society is set for Sunday 10th May so there’s 
plenty of time to dust off your walking boots, limber up and 
ask your family and friends for sponsorship.  Our route 
master has introduced a few new sections to the routes 
through Ashridge so do come along to enjoy the bluebells 
and beech trees this Spring.  The money you raise in 
sponsorship will help tackle the injustice of child neglect here 
in the UK.  

Choose between the following walks 
 The Fun Walk – a 6 mile gentle stroll suitable for all ages, 
particularly families with younger children, (note the route is 
not buggy-friendly), or 

 The Bluebell Walk – 12 miles 
 The Challenge – 18 miles.  This route is for fit and 

frequent walkers.   

The 12 and 18 mile walks start from the 
Court House next to St Peter’s Church in 
Berkhamsted High Street HP4 2AX between 10 and 11.30 am 
and the 6 mile walk starts at Ashridge College HP4 1NS (free 
parking) between 11am and 2pm. 

Our generous sponsors, The Complete Outdoors, are again 
donating two vouchers worth £100 for the highest amount 
raised;  in the first category by one individual and in the 
second by a family group or small group of walkers.   

The Children's Society needs all you can raise to make a 
difference to the lives of the most disadvantaged children in 
this country.  To learn more visit www.berkhamstedwalk.com 
and download sponsor forms or collect one from St Peter’s 
Church, The Complete Outdoors, Berkhamsted Library or 
phone 01442 864968 to speak to Ann Browning. 
 

The Berkhamsted Bluebell Walk 2015 

mailto:support@electricbiketours.co.uk
http://www.berkhamstedwalk.com/


 
Easter Services  

at St Mary’s 

2nd April                                     Maundy Thursday  
 

8.00pm    Holy Communion and stripping of the altar  
 

3rd April                     Good Friday  
 

2.00pm     A Service of Prayer  
                 and Reconciliation 
 

5th April                     Easter Day  
 
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm   Evening prayer 

12th April                     Second Sunday of Easter 
  
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   All-Age Worship 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 
 

19th April                       Third Sunday of Easter 
  
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   All-Age Worship 
  6.00pm   Taize Service 

26th April                         Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (CW) 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Sabina Harvey 079799 14449 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 

Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

All enquiries about the Newsletter 
and advertising to the Editor.   
 

Please note that all 
advertisements must be paid 
for before they can appear in 
the Newsletter. 

 
Copy for the May Newsletter by 
15th April to:   

cjhipson@btopenworld.com 
Mrs Jill Hipson, 21 St 

Katherine’s Way, 
Berkhamsted, HP4 1DA 
 
 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Dacorum foodbank 

Priority needs for April 

cold meat (tinned)      Instant mash         fruit juice (UHT) 
puddings (tinned)           salt/pepper (individual packs)  

Collection points: Way Inn & St Mary’s Church 

John Cossins & Co. 
Chartered Accountants 

 
A friendly and professional accountancy and taxation 

service for individuals and small businesses offered by a 
Chartered Accountant with over 30 years experience.  

. 
Management accounts, Personal tax, Corporation tax,  

VAT returns, Capital Gains Tax, Company secretarial work. 
General business advice. 

 

Competitive fees. Free initial consultation 
T. 01442 863231 M. 07980508692  

E. johncfca@gmail.com  www.johncossins.co.uk 

www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 
 

Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years  
 

Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted in October 2014 
 

Monday to Friday 12.30 –3.30pm  Lunch Club 12.00-12.30pm  
 

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds 
Located in the nursery classroom at St Mary’s School, Northchurch  

For more information, please contact the Pre-school Leader, Mrs 

Lisa Burkett on tel no 07535 184017or e-mail  

stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com 
St Mary’s C of E First School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3QZ 

  Ofsted Reg No.  129391              Charity No. 1069686  

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
http://www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com
mailto:stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com

